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Unexplored “Khajuraho™ of Assam

The entire past of this extraordinary erotica temple named the Madan Kamdev temple is based on assumptions as till now
no written reference is found about its establishment and founders, describes SOMEN SENGUPTA
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and famous kKon
Crelhi and Hyderabad are often
superimposed with Crutub Minar
andl Charimiisar respectively, fwo
af thseir most famous histerical
mcmeimenis Flaces like
Darjeeling and Srinagar are
always presented by images of the
Himalavan oy train and a
shikarm in Dal lake: the most
commen rides one takes while
vislting thess places

Though theat 15 ot bead b i
casts a clond of linitation before
ithinkiieg anything beyond that
whsen The place is recollectsd Tor
any reference,

Assam 18 perhaps lhe best
example which is marked with ils
commen icons like rhinoceros or
tea plantations, To a Large part of
people Inorest of [ndia l:h--l-- I%
slmiply nodhing bevonsd in Assam
Thiz is awfully wrang.

There is an Assam beyond
flimocers and '.‘I'.‘I"Ilw.‘"ll:'\"' [REETIEE
ing in % deep and dark national
parks There 18 an Assam beyonad
all Bratish tea estates and herilage
hl.lnl:.'ll-.lln:-. There is an unknown
face af Assam that if explared
Proper T, will floor all who never
irled to |-:-;|'|I|-||- this State heyomd
its known face,

L poasible a i may soand,
bl the Fact rensains that on e
hank ol river Brahmapulnain
Assamn inside a deep jungle many
TEATE .LFrﬁ a group af lemples was
erecled with a plethora of sculp.
fures and imapes thal SE[IrEsE
mioral Tust and desire of men and
woanen. Calling them erodica
temples will be improper becaus:
Tty mo Lempde of that greap
really stands tall. Instead, o huge
vard ol slene ruins and broken
plinth ol Temple extmordimaaly
gives testimony ooa pristine past
that we have overdoaked for I-.|n1:.

Like many ol our .'|n'||.m||-.||'l_-
fal geme in India, this was also
rediscovered by an |'|'||p|| i of
East India Conpany. Way back in
1855, & iman nanesd Lapiain L
Tadte Dralion whi was principal
wsidstanl of Commissioner ol
Aossamn Loured] The ared and Tounad
severdl desered stone lemgles
|n|'I|.1|l|n|_l_ F I-.=|n|'4-:- |'-|:-|_'l|.1l.'|r|'g.'

known as Madan Eandey temnple,
Fle found all these in & plac
mamed Devamapard hills nearly 40
ke fromn Guwschati city,

'I'h-.uul:h hie di<d some excava-
tiom there, he was nat able to add
mitsch

l.:.'ll'\-‘l.l||'| [halbon s coi-
Irihuted a foh article in Calouktas
Asivatic Society jourial titled
Tailes of Assam lemipke Boins.

[here he first mentionsd an
axiglence ol mexrly 15 very alld
temples insicle a deep Coresl msar
Ssaka bridge on the other side of
Brahmaputma, [8 was perhaps the
first time when such an impar-
tant archecdogical site of Assam
wie tecarded, A devastaiing
carthauaks in 1897 grosnded
almiost all 1|_-|'||p||_--. ol thie T i
Al thus a lge debris was creat-
ad with full |:-}J;L1:||q. el Slonse
sculpiure amd other decorative
stome arlifacts, From 1900, a local
Muslim land afficial named
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Mivaimat Al Momdal was piven
the responsibility to preserve the
lemrple which was by thal lime
already grounded. It was ina
prer state that remained under
ppren sky for anather 50 years
Fimally, & scholar named Tarani
Eama Sarma did dome serhous
work om these Tulns from [543 1o
15445,

[he entire past of this caira-
codinary ercdica tenple is based
i assumplions as L now ns
wrillen reference is found absout
itz estahlishment and founders.
Lascal In.'g_ﬂl-.l savs thal a copper
inscription describing the foun-
dation vear and founder's mame
witk thene but Mivamat AJ0 ot of
some frustration ence threw IE In
& poitd ths hushing up all
chances of Kinowing the exact his-
lory al the marvelous lemgle
Haowweyer the 108h century Hlimdu
leal Mealike Prorcie el 1810 centu
rv amiric text Yogind Tarbra very
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TODAY FROM ITS
SURVIVING PLINTH
AND THOUSANDS
OF BROKEN PIECES
OF CURVED
STONES, IT 15
ASSUMED THAT
THE TEMFLE WAS
BUILT ANY TIME
BETWEEN 9TH TO
12TH CENTURY
DURING THE RULE
OF PALA DYNASTY
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clearly mention Madain Kamadey
tempde and s imporiance.

Tk Troam ils surviving
plinth and thousamads of broken
pieces af curved stones. il is
assumed that the temple was buily
any time hetween 9th te 12th
cemury AD when male of Pala
dynasty of Bengal expanded s
control in Kampar,

Fala Eings rik.l.' [ ra Pala of
Crir Pada i3 ollen assumed as jLs
Fovinder. e schiol of thinkers
i= ol an epindon thal i1 Consirud
Lian might bave darted by a king
named Yamamala YVarman Deva
ol Salastambha dynasty in<th
cendury and i was completed in
L2th century wnder Pala kings
Hwever. there 18 ne sodld evi-
deisce o that.

From the semaing of the tens-
plie rwing one can stall imagine ils
massive siruciure when il was
slanding inLacl

The steme plinth which still

exisls conlains exlracrdimary Lin
wshing of stone pelishing with
several human Fiprires ] pl'u:tr--
;_J_r.'n|'h was Eaken when i was first
discovered i 1855 50 now i s
tough to imagine the actual shaps
af the 1|'|'|||:'|||'

However from the broken
arfifacis and various stone sculp-
Ture experls have imagined that i
was bualt in Typical Maggar ayle
filliviwesd in the Brahmapuins val
lew. The temiple had thres majar
parts. A pillared gateway with
very rich stone curving of fdoral
diesign was the frst part while
antarailg or the vestibule was |is
secoid part. Masidapa o the
grand hall where the garbhgr il
ugsd to louse the main deity was
after thal. Today, the garfduigrifa
is a roafless hall where along with
miaeny sl andd I:\-lg_l_ imapes Limia-
Mahesh statue is worshiped as
miain deity af this histoncal tem-
ple

The lvape that 15 worshiped
now For last Ay diecades i a
black stone coreed Uma-Mahesh
slate whiere we see Malssh the
Shiva embracing wile Uma ina
passiomale gesture very mudch in
line with the theme of the temple
-".|!I'-.1rt fram that a four hesded
Shiva statue placed near the main
plimth is also mind Bowing

For Ws rich ermamenation of
erotica panels, Madan Kamdey
L'lll]"'l.lla.l!:l'l known as khajuraha of
Ssgam, does enough justice to jts
Tl as plethora ol human lipares
i physical wnden are stall embell
isheed om its walls. Here unian of
man amd woman lock passionae
as well as divine. Fhysical union
i varions [ sl and [ ST
|'||'.|r|:.' Elves the testimony of a
cult which 15 litle different from
traditicnal Hindu temaples. It also
esfabliales abont a bold and open
saciely aml cull allowed among
Hinalus in Assam of that time.

Mythology has its own sharne
m nlilknlg_ the kepemd of this tem-
plu. A per that, Kama the God of
L'||'|'!."i||..l sk, was omce reduced o
ashes by Lord Shiva as bie was
fryimg ta disturl his penance
Loed Shiva destroved Bama -l|'||:|
by openiing bis third eve It is
believed that on Lhis place, Eama
wis reborn and met his wile,
Kati. However a logical mand will
acpepd the fact that the tn'nlpln.' gat

1% mame only or an abundance
al erolic swulptunes where Bama
and the lust of physical content
are expressed,

The majer reason for which
this ruied tempde 1= signiflcant is
nothing bt (s hold exposition of
nudity i its decorated Hgures
Tluis is indeed a surprising excep-
T @10 AsRAm. Mo Lenpke even
Kamakshya temple, which =
famous for tantta where physical
wdamacy between man and
waman is cauded as a part af the
cult, has ne such sculpburs on its
wall, Another jaw-falling excep-
il B the temple §s west slde
faced instead of sasi.

Today's Madan Kamdev tem-
prle Dok mose of a ruined city
than a lemple,

The I:.iJ:I Lisp iom which the
temple was once situated s now

aved with cemented path which
an both the sides 5 decorated
with & huge numiber of braken
desipnied stons an<d varlous stat-
wes [t gives an extraordinary feel
for o wWhile enteriing the temple.
The debrie of etomse is full of well
crallid stomes Lhat conlain dan
g fairies, oral designs, roaring
stone len. divine ﬁl:un's of men
and warmen, vartous hindu modils
and seme small miniatore tem-
|:'|||'x Braken J:-|||.|r~: and lintels
alse with exotlc stone curving can
alao b seen groanded in that
debris.

Mear the temple complex, the
Govl of Assam has opened a
sl musenm which houses an
excelbent collection of broken
soulptures all collected from the
gile 'I'h-.lul:h the musevm is mod
will madntained and very badly
ilarninated ane should ned glve it
a mikss, [§was s up with the
fuind provided by Dy Maimohan
Simgh whao was then o member of
Parliament from A ssamn.

W Inddzans have a irsdilion
ol destriing aur rich berilage in
utler I'I|'+!|IlU'I'I|'-:' anid this '|:1'n'1"l-:-15
archaeclegical rain of Assam is
thi bast bestimemy af that, Assam
15 aften relerred 1o as, =, .. there
15 pn:lu hly 10 parl ol Imdlia
TgAr d ing w s pesEL los i -
erally knowin”

lzmarance and poor fouis
this ruin wiall ooly justily that
shamebul theary.
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